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1 do nor dire(ty find the time of the Harquebufes invention, but you may The Harque-
fuppofe (fince they were fo rarc in Frence 2 hundred and Gfty years ago, as ap. ufs
pears by Monluc's telation, they were not known a hundred and hxty years
afrer their mother Gunpowders birch, Buc long before the death of that fame
King Frances the firft, mention'd by Moniuc, the Harquebu(s was become more
common in France,and the number of the Harquebuffiers was mightily increafed;
for of thofe feven Fremeh Legions which § told you were nfticuced by thet King,
and which confifted of forzy and two thoufanc{ Combatants, twelve thoufand
were appointed to be HarquebulGers, and fo i procefs of time the Harquebu(s Banifhce
encroach'd o faft oo both the L.ong and Crofs-bow, that it chac’d them both Bows.
ont of all out European Armics.
About that time when the Emperour Charles the Fifth and his Brother Ferds-
nand Encamped with a numerous Army of Chri(tians neer Pienna in Auftria on
the banks of the River Dansbe, expedling the coming of Sultan Soliman, the
Cheiftian Infantry confitted of eighry thoufand, fixty thoufand whereof were
Pikemen, ot thofe wha carried long Staves, and twenty thoufand were Har.
quebufhers.
Among the heavy armed, the Bobemians were obfere'd to ¢arry Javelins, at
the one end of whith was tyed faft a2 Mace of iron (it was tyed with a fhore
chain of 1ron) the Mace was one foot and a half long, wherewith (faith Puols
Giovis) thefe Bebemians could give fo ftrong blows that they could fell men Mobpmien 05
(though in never fo ftrong Armour) ftark dead. Our Author was an eye.wit- feafive Arms.
nefs, but the Zirks were wifer at that timé thao to come withia their reach, for
Soliman march’d back.
Now room for the Musket, and room it hath largely gotten, for it hath
banifh’d from the light armed Foot, Darts, Slings, Long.bows, Crofs-bows, Musker ba.
and the Harquebulles too: Our prefent Militia ac owledging no other Wea- nliheth the
pon for the light armed Infantry, bt the Musket and the Sword 3 and this laft 1 Harquebufs;
have feen fometimes Jaid afidc for 3 time, that it might not impede the manage.-
ing the Muosket by its Embarras. And indeed when Musketeers frave [pent their
Powder, and come to blows, the Butt-end of their Musket may do an enemy
more hurt than the(e defpicable Swords, which moft Musketeers wear at their
Gides. In fuch Medleys Knives whofe blades are one foot long, made both for
cutting and thrufting, (the haft being made to fill the bore of the Musket) will
do more execution than either Sword, or Burt of Musket.
Moft think that this Hznd.gun of a Mosket was never ufed till che Siege of when 6t
Rbeginm, inthe year 1520, little more than a bundred and fifty years ago, and ufed.
1 doubt much, if it be fo old, and affuredly if 1t be, it hath fpent forty years
of its age before it lecarned to fpeak, for about the year 1560, fome Muskets
were mixed with Aarquebufles, and buta few of them too, till practice made
them fo numerous, that no other Guns were ufed by the Foot. The longer a 1t oo
Musket is (fo it be manageable) the better, for fae Moots the further, and the B
ftronger, her Chamber being able to contain the more Powder ; and exlpericnce
daily teacheth what advantage a long Musket hath of a fhort one. Filty years
ago the Calibre of the Musket was ordain’d by moft Princes, parricolatly by
the Eftates of Holland 1o receive a Bullet, whereol ten were to be caft of one
pound of Lead, that hath not been thaught convenient fince, and therefore
moft allow cwelve balls of one pouad of Lead for a Musket. 1n the year 1657,
the King of Demmarkagreed with five Colonels of us to furnifh our Regiments
with Muskets of a bore to receive a ball, wheteof fourtcen fhould go to one yes Bore.
pound of Lead. I confefs this bore was too fmall for a Musker, A Musket re-
quires the half weight of her ball in fine Powder, and two thirds of common
Powder, that is one pound of fine Powder to two pounds of Lead, and two fry charge of
pounds of ordinary powder for three pounds of Lead. Powder:
Musket-Refts were ufed 2 long time, and in fome places are yet, to ealk the iy
Musketeers in difcharging their Guns,and when they ftood Cencinel. But in the :‘r‘e":f;r':m‘
late Expeditions in moft places of Chriftendom, they have beea found more trou-
blefome than helpful, a Musketeer in any fuddcn occafion not being wetl able ro
do his duey with Musket, Sword, and Relt, cfpecially if you give him a Swedifh
Feather to manage wich them. Bockler the Engincer fpeaks of an Inftrumenc

that might ferve for both Reft and Feather, and fuch perhaps would be }tt,l
ofefu
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